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CYCLONE SEROJA — HERITAGE BUILDINGS 
309. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Heritage: 
I refer to the $5 million royalties for regions goldfields earthquake restoration fund put in place in 2010, which 
funded repairs to heritage buildings in earthquake-ravaged Boulder, and note the damage caused by cyclone Seroja 
to heritage buildings. 
(1) When the minister visited Northampton and Kalbarri earlier this month, did he discuss potential funding 

models for heritage buildings in Northampton and other local government areas within the declared 
disaster zone? 

(2) Has work been done to establish an emergency heritage fund and mechanisms to expedite repairs to 
prevent further damage to these historic buildings? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(2) As the member is aware, I visited the town of Kalbarri a few weeks back. I met with a significant number 

of people, including business owners affected by the disaster. Of course, businesses are associated with 
delivering tourism product and tourism services to the region. There were some wideranging discussions. 
The shire president was there, along with representatives from the broader community. One of the concerns 
that was raised, from memory, was the damage that had been done to some of the heritage assets. Most, 
if not all, are on what is now called the surveys but which was the old municipal heritage register. Some 
information would need to be provided regarding the extent of damage and, of course, on what options 
would be available. I understand that the heritage office has done some work on assessing some of those. 
We have been relying on local governments to provide information on that. 
The Minister for Emergency Services has reminded me that there is some provision for heritage assets to 
be assessed and supported through the recovery funding process that he is leading. As we continue to 
gather information on those assets and the damage to them, they can be assessed. But in terms of the heritage 
portfolio, as the member would be aware, neither the heritage office nor the Heritage Council has an 
emergency fund; we have a grant funding program that supports the preservation of privately owned 
interests that have a heritage value. Any above and beyond support of that would normally be an over and 
above ask of government. As we know, in the recent past there have been appeals for significant heritage 
buildings that were damaged during storms. I recall that the Bunbury cathedral, I think—the member for 
Bunbury is not here with us this afternoon—was subject to a broader appeal to fix damage to that structure. 
I am very interested in assessing them, but there is no pot of money in the event of an emergency as such 
that we can go to directly. I am interested in having ongoing conversations with the Minister for Emergency 
Services. As he has highlighted, we are very serious about making sure that the needs of the people of the 
Shire of Northampton and other shires are addressed. He has outlined a very extensive support program 
in the tourism area. He highlighted that we have already delivered a $220 000 marketing campaign to 
support tourism in that area. Included in that is a package that will be available to visitors to that area to 
access tourism experiences in the region, under a subsidy program overseen by the visitors’ centre. It is 
something they asked for at that meeting and we are delivering.  
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